
PEATC and TNSTEP are not a legal services agency and cannot provide legal advice or legal representation. Any information contained in this training is not intended as legal advice 
and should not be used as a substitution for legal advice. This presentation is copyrighted. Accordingly, any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, or distribution is prohibited.

Vocational Rehabilitation… 
The Who, What, When, 
Where, Why, and How

A WORKSHOP FOR FAMILIES AND PROFESSIONALS



Funding Disclosure 
This training was developed by Virginia's Parent Training and Information Center, 
PEATC, under an RSA-Parent Center grant from the US Department of Education.

PEATC (Parent Educational Advocacy Training Center) serves as Virginia’s PTI and as 
the RSA Parent Center for Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia. This work is funded by the U.S. Department of Education 
under grant #H235F200001. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not 
necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by USDOE or the 
Project Officer(s).



State Commercial/Organization Overview 



Today’s Overview:  The 5 W’s and 1 H 



What about you? 



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  
Vocational Assessment and Evaluation Customized Employment

Training and Postsecondary Education Job Accommodations and 
Modifications

Career Counseling and Exploration Assistive Technology 

Independent Living and Life Skills 
Training

Job Placement

Supported Employment Transportation



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  

Vocational Assessment and Evaluation

Training and Postsecondary Education



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  

   Career Counseling and Exploration

Independent Living and Life Skills Training



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  

Transportation 

 

  Assistive Technology



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  

 Supported Employment

  Customized Employment



WHAT is Vocational Rehabilitation or VR?  

Job Accommodations/Modifications

Job Placement





HOW does VR Work?

 Referral made by:

• Student

• Parent/Guardian

• School Personnel (must have 
parental permission)

• Community Service Providers 



HOW does VR Work?



HOW does VR Work?

Review of 
documents

IEP, 504, Psychological, 
Medical Record, Transition 

Assessment Reports 

Conduct 
additional 

assessments

Pen and paper evaluations, 
online evaluations, 

interviews, observations, 
workplace assessments 

Create an 
Individualized Plan 

for Employment 
(IPE) 

List services and supports the 
student needs and will receive 

to obtain their employment 
goal 



Informed Choice



Informed Choice



WHAT are Pre-Employment Transition 
Services and Transition to Work Program?

 Student with a disability:

• Ages 14 to 21 or 22 inclusive

• In high school,  a postsecondary, or other recognized 
education program 

• Have a documented disability 

Pre-ETS does not require an eligibility determination 



Pre-Employment Transition Services 
(Pre-ETS)

Supports a Student with a Disability to: Pre -ETS Categories

Explore career interests and motivation1.  Job Exploration 

Gain knowledge and employment skills.  Job 
shadowing and internships 

2.  Work- Based Learning

Learn more about going to a community college, 2-
and 4-year college, or university and/or training 
programs to further their education 

3.  Counseling on Education and Training
      Options 

Learn life and social skills that help them to reach 
their greatest level of independence 

4.  Workplace Readiness Training 

Learn how to communicate their wants and needs 
to others and exercise their rights

5.  Instruction in Self -Advocacy 



Pre-ETS and the IEP
Pre-ETS ServicesTransition IEP

Job Exploration (Home, School, 
Community/VR Program)

Transition Assessment

Work-Based Learning Experiences (Job 
Tours, Job Shadowing, Internships, 
Volunteering, Mentorship)

Employment Goal

Counseling on Postsecondary  
Education and Training (College and Training 
Program Tours)

Education/Training Goal

Workplace Readiness (learning social and 
interpersonal skills) and Self-Advocacy Skills 
(decision-making skills, self-awareness) 

Independent Living Goal



Services under the Vocational Rehabilitation Program  

- Transition to Work (TSW) 

 - Project Search, Walgreens REDI, Job Placement

- Postsecondary Training (Tennessee Rehabilitation Center in
   Smyrna)

Other Transition Services 



WHEN can VR start? 

For a student with a disability, services can start at 



WHO is involved in the VR process?
- Student

- Parent/Guardian 

- Teachers

- School Representative 

- Service Providers

- Tennessee’s VR Program



WHERE to go for VR services?



WHERE to go for VR services?

https://www.tn.gov/humanservices/ds/vocational-rehabilitation.html

615-313-4891

https://www.tn.gov/humanservices/ds/vocational-rehabilitation.html


Concerns or Issues With VR? 



Benefits Counseling 



WHY Vocational Rehabilitation? 



Evaluation

Evaluation link for today’s training

https://form.jotform.com/TNstep/waze-to-adulthood-eval

https://form.jotform.com/TNstep/waze-to-adulthood-eval


Thank You!

Toll Free: 800-280-STEP
Español: 800-975-2919

www.tnstep.info

Hablamos Español

gethelp@tnstep.info
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