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Literacy is for All 
About the information in this packet.  

While learning to read well is a complicated process, research tells us that almost 
every child can learn how to read. Some children, however, have a difficult time 
learning how to read traditionally. Yet most children can make progress with their 
reading when taught by a skilled teacher who uses different methods that match 
their learning styles. Students like these need to spend extra time each day on read-
ing instruction and reading practice. They also need extra support at school and 
home with spelling and writing and need lots of chances to practice reading outside 
of time at school. 

This information packet for families and caregivers can help you understand the pro-
cess your child is likely to go through in learning how to read. It gives tips on what 
you can do to make a positive difference in how your child feels about books and 
reading. We know that the time that families spend reading with their child and work-
ing on other literacy activities at home not only helps increase reading progress but 
also helps their child see that reading can be fun. 

Reading is the key to the basic skills a child needs to succeed in elementary, middle 
and high school, post-secondary education and the world of work. By working to-
gether, teachers and families can help students develop the reading skills necessary 
for success in school and life. 

 

Support and Training for Exceptional Parents 

712 Professional Plaza, Greeneville, TN 37745 
Phone:   (423) 639-2464  
Fax:       (423) 636-8217  
Parent Information Line:  (800) 280-STEP  
Español: (800) 975-2919 

 

Literacy For All 

For Your information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be used with permission call 1/800-280-7837 
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How Do I Know a Good Early Reading 
Program When I See One? 

 
 

A Guide for Parents 
 
 

 Every teacher is excited about reading and promotes the value and fun of reading to students. 

 All students are carefully evaluated, beginning in Kindergarten, to see what they know and 
what they need to become good readers. 

 Reading instruction and practice lasts 90 minutes or more a day in first, second and third 
grades and 60 minutes a day in Kindergarten. 

 All students in first, second and third grades who are behind in reading get special instruction 
and practice. These students receive, throughout the day, a total of 60 extra minutes of 
instruction. 

 Before- or after-school help is given to all students beyond first grade who need extra 
instruction or who need to review skills. Summer school is available for students who are 
behind at the end of the year. 

 Reading instruction and practice includes work on letters, sounds and blending sounds. 
Students learn to blend letters and sounds to form new words. 

 Learning new words and their meaning is an important part of instruction. 

 Students have daily spelling practice and weekly spelling tests. 

 The connection between reading and writing is taught on a daily basis. Students write daily. 
Papers are corrected and returned to the students. By the end of second grade, students write 
final copies of corrected papers. Corrected papers are sent home for parents to see. 

 All students are read to each day from different kinds of books. Students discuss what they 
read with teachers and other students. 

 All students have a chance to read both silently and aloud in school each day and at home 
every night. 

 Every classroom has a library of books that children want to read. This includes easy books 
and books that are more difficult. 

 The school library is used often and has many books. Students may check books out during 
the summer and over holidays. 

 
 

Resources 

  • First Lady Laura Bush Launches Education Initiatives 

  • Ready to Read * Ready to Learn 

 

 

To be used with permission call 1/800-280-7837 

https://www2.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2001/02/wh-0226.html
https://www2.ed.gov/teachers/how/read/rrrl/part.html
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Words about Reading 

That You Might Hear at an IEP Meeting: 

 

Automaticity fast, effortless word recognition 

Blending combining individual sounds into a word, or combining syllables to 

make words (for example: /b/i/g/ is big) 

Decode to be able to make out a word by correctly recognizing the different 

letter sounds in the word 

Fluency ability to read a text accurately and quickly, often with expression 

Multi-syllable (also called poly-syllabic) a word that contains more than one part 

or syllable (for example computer, raining, supported) 

Oral Language Difficulties poor vocabulary, listening comprehension, or grammatical abilities 

for one's age 

Phonics ability to use knowledge of individual letter sounds to "sound out" 

words when reading 

Phonemic Awareness ability to hear and manipulate sounds in spoken words (for exam-

ple: orally producing rhyming words, isolating letter sounds in spo-

ken words and blending sounds) 

Reading Comprehension ability to independently read and understand the meaning of sen-

tences, paragraphs or entire texts 

Sight Word high-frequency words which make up about 50 percent of the 

words we read and often cause children problems, such as I, a, 

and, am, at, on, and me 

Syllable  having one word part (for example tea) 

Visual Perceptual Abilities the ability to recognize and visually distinguish between the letters 

in words 

 

 

Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative 

effort between the TN Dept. of Education State Improvement Grant (SIG) and 

STEP, Inc.  This publication is used with permission by ECAC, North Carolina. 
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Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative effort 

between the TN Dept. of Education State Improvement Grant (SIG) and STEP, Inc.  

This publication is used with permission by ECAC, North Carolina. 
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Internet Literacy Resources 

…………………………………………………………………………. 

The following websites offer a variety of articles and information as well as links to 
other web pages of related interest. 

 

FOR FAMILY MEMBERS AND TEACHERS 

www.ldonline.org 

Learning Disabilities Online 

Focuses on monthly theme. Offers a variety of past articles, opportunities to send questions 
to guest experts, a kids’ page with activities, a list of kids books about students with 

disabilities. 

www.getreadytoread.org  

Supports the National Center for Learning Disabilities campaign to provide parents, 
caregivers, and teachers with tools to build early literacy skills. 

www.pbs.org/parents 

Information for parents about child development, math, reading, and much more. 

www.colorincolorado.com 

A bilingual site for families and educators of English language learners to help become 
better readers. 

www.adlit.org 

Resources for parents and educators for kids in grades 4-12. 

 

www.rif.org 

Educational resources designed to help families support reading and writing. 
Kids can enjoy reading games, activities, and booklists. 

 

www.literacycenter.net 

Resources in four different languages for parents and teachers of preschool and 
kindergarten students. 

http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.getreadytoread.org/
http://www.pbs.org/parents
http://www.colorincolorado.com/
http://www.adlit.org/
http://www.rif.org/
http://www.literacycenter.net/
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WEBSITES FOR CHILDREN 
……………………… 

www.sesameworkshop.org 

Features characters from the PBS show. Sesame Street. Provides interactive learning reading 
readiness activities, songs, and other activities. Also gives child development games, 

information for families. 

www.readingrockets.org 

Offers strategies, lessons, activities, and ideas designed to help young children learn to read. 

www.ldonline.org 

Click on Kids. 

Includes kids’ artwork, stories, and poems. Gives students information about self-advocacy 
skills and other helpful tips. Also provides book titles about kids who experience learning 

differences. 

www.pbskids.org/lions 

Offers stories, games, and activities for kids and information for parents and teachers. 

www.starfall.com 

Activities and games that teach children to read with phonics. Designed to help Pre-K to 
second graders with reading skills. Content includes letter sounds, animated stories, and 

interactive games. 

www.kidspace.com 

Games, stories to read, and facts about the world we live in. 

 

www.learning.blogs.nytimes.com 

Designed for students grade 3 and up. Includes a variety of activities based on the 
New York Times content. 

www.vocabulary.co.il 

Vocabulary building games for students K-12. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC) 

907 Barra Row, Suites 102/103 · Davidson, NC  28036 · (704) 892-­‐1321  

Parent Information Line: 1-­‐800-­‐962-­‐6817· www.ecac-­‐parentcenter.org 

Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative effort between the TN Dept. of Education 

State Improvement Grant (SIG) and STEP, Inc.  This publication is used with permission by ECAC, North Carolina. 

http://www.sesameworkshop.org/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.pbskids.org/lions
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.kidspace.com/
http://www.learning.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.vocabulary.co.il/
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Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative 

effort between the TN Dept. of Education State Improvement Grant (SIG) and 

STEP, Inc.   
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Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative 

effort between the TN Dept. of Education State Improvement Grant (SIG) and 

STEP, Inc.   
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Literacy Resource List 
 

The US Department of Education Publications offers many free resources in print to parents.  To 
order, write to ED PUBS, PO Box 1398, Jessup, MD 20794-1398, call 1.877.4-ED-PUBS or go to 
www.edpubs.org/website/Content/searh.asp 

 

The US Department of Education website offers resources in English and Español.   

Go to http://www.ed.gov to search for the following: 

Publications designed to help parents support children’s early reading development. 

Research and practical information aimed to help teachers to help students learn to read. 

Publications to help principals and other school administrators support the development of strong 
reading instruction. 

Recursos en Español.   

 
Parents wanting to help their child to be successful in school can find resources to help build their 
own literacy skills and increase their English language skills can find helpful tips at the following 
website. 

 
www.gedpractice.com 

www.keynews.com 

www.tv411.org 

 
The following site www.getreadytoread.org is a site that offers free resources to make learning fun. 
This site offers exciting and friendly ways to make helping children develop early literacy skills 
easier by offering various activities in English and Spanish versions. 

Here you will find links to early childhood and early literacy resources that you can easily print out 
and use. These pages, booklets and pamphlets are perfect for your own home use or to copy and 
distribute to teachers or parents of young children. Also there is a free toolkit for Early Childhood 
Educators to help educators and child care providers prepare their children for kindergarten. 

All of these resources are free and easy to print out.  

 

Raising the Bar...Literacy For All information provided through a collaborative 

effort between the TN Dept. of Education State Improvement Grant (SIG) and 

STEP, Inc.   

http://www.edpubs.org/website/Content/searh.asp
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.gedpractice.com
http://www.keynews.com
http://www.tv411.org
http://www.getreadytoread.org/
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Presented by: 

STEP, Inc. 

TN’s Parent Training &  
Information Center 

 
In partnership with TN SIG 
(State improvement Grant) 

 

Literacy is for 

ALL! 

Literacy DVD - Handout 3 of 3 

Chapter 5  

Highlights of the “Live” Literacy 

Toolkit Workshop 
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30 years of research and 
experience has demon-
strated that the education 
of children with disabili-
ties can be made more 
effective by having… 

IDEA 2004 601 (5) (A) 

High Expectations 
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 Recognizing pictures or common words 

 

 Choosing books to be read 

 

 Tracking print 

 

 

 Showing awareness of being read to 

 

 Paying attention to the reader 
 
 

“Literacy” for Students with 

Significant Disabilities can mean… 
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 Physically interact/explore text 

 

 Being aware of commonly used symbols 

 

 

 

 

 Follow instructions that are read, heard, or viewed 

 

 

 Demonstrate knowledge of object 

or actions connected to stories or 

songs 
 
 

“Literacy” for Students with 

Significant Disabilities can mean… 
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1. A way to communicate or interact with the student 
 

2. Repetition of the skill in a variety of ways 
 

3. Cognitive engagement, not just participation 
 

4. A knowledgeable teacher or aide 
 

5. Students must know why they are doing the task 
 

6. ENJOYMENT!!       Erickson, 1999 

 
Not ALL students with disabilities will master ALL components of 

reading…for example: 
 

A student with Central Auditory Processing Disorder or other 

communication disorder may have difficulty with phonics. 

 

Students with a reading disability, such as dyslexia, will need “unique” 

instruction based on the effects of the disability. 

 

A student with significant Cerebral Palsy might not be a 

fluent oral reader. 

Research Identifies 6 Conditions for 
Literacy Learning by Students with 
Significant Disabilities 

  Reading is a Complex Process  
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Have access to the general 
curriculum based on State 

Standards 300.39 

Be educated using peer-reviewed 
research based practices 

“to the extent practicable” 

Goals written to ensure progress 
in all areas of need including 
“academic achievement and 
functional performance” 

 300.320 

The Individuals with 
Disabilities Education 

Improvement Act ’04 & the 
No Child Left Behind Act 
requires that ALL eligible 

students have 
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“means adapting, as 
appropriate to the needs of an 

eligible child under this part, the 
content, methodology, or 

delivery of instruction” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Specially Designed Instruction” 

300.39 (a)(3) 
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 English/Language Arts – Grade K - Competency  
Goal 1: 

 The learner will develop and apply enabling 
strategies and skills to read and write 

 

 What does THAT mean? 

 Develop book and print awareness 

 Develop phonemic awareness 

 Decode symbols 

 Attend to pictures, text, environmental print or 
symbols 

 Choose text for exploration 

All Reading and Literacy 
instruction should be connected 

to State Standards 

An example of a Kindergarten 
Reading Standard 
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 English/Language Arts –  
Grade K - Competency Goal 1: 

 The learner will develop and apply enabling 
strategies and skills to read and write 

 

 What does THAT mean? 

 Develop book and print awareness 

 Develop phonemic awareness 

 Decode symbols 

 Attend to pictures, text, environmental print or 
symbols 

 Choose text for exploration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An example of a Kindergarten 

Reading Standard 
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 Using the same goal as before: 

 The learner will develop and apply enabling 
strategies and skills to read and write 

 

 Symbolic 

 Recognition of common printed 
word/pictures 

 Ability to track print 

 

 Early Symbolic 

 Pay attention to reader 

 Awareness of differences among symbols, 
pictures, print 

 

 Pre-symbolic 

 Awareness of being read to 

 Response to changes in sounds within a 
literacy content 

What might that look like for a 
student with more significant 

disabilities? 



 83 

 

When students are ready 
to advance… 

 

 

 

The goals might look like this: 

 

Student will learn: 

 
 The meanings for most of the words in 

a text 

 
 How to apply a variety of strategies to 

learn word meanings 

 
 How to make connections between 

words and concepts 

 
 How to accurately use words in oral 

and/or written language 
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Establishing accurate Present Levels of Educational 
Performance (PLOP) is CRITICAL! The answers to the 

questions about your child’s literacy/reading skills and needs 
can be an important part of writing the PLP 

 

The Present Level of Performance is the foundation 
of a quality IEP. 

You need to know where you are BEFORE you decide 
where you are going. 

In establishing the PLOP look at: 

Academic and Functional Areas Affected 

Describes what the student is doing (strength) and not 
doing (need) in the area(s) affected 

Basis for accommodations, adjustments and 
special services 

 

 

Components of reading 

Language - for students with more significant disabilities 

Other literacy specific needs such as Assistive Technology 

A PLOP should include information from the  
classroom and assessments that include: 

How to Include  
Literacy/Reading on the IEP 
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Is the foundation of a quality IEP. 

 

You need to know where you 
are BEFORE you decide where 

you are going. 
 

 

 

Present Level of 
Performance (PLP) 

13 

Where are you now? 

Where are you going? 
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A statement of the child’s present levels 
of academic achievement and 

functional performance, including 
 

 

 how the child’s disability affects 
the child’s involvement 

  and 

 progress in the general education 
curriculum. 

IDEA ’04 defines 

PLP as: 
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CURRENT, Objective, Measurable 
& Understandable 

 Formal and informal data 

 

 Updated educational and functional performance 
data 

 

 Consideration of the student’s overall strengths, 
parents’ concerns and special factors 

 

 Test and Assessment scores are explained 

 

 Gobbledygook free – clear and understandable 
language 

Present Level of  

Performance (PLP) 
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Michael example: 

 Michael has 100 sight words but cannot phonetically 
sound out two syllable words. He is also inconsistent in 
any use of phonics. 

An appropriate annual IEP goal might be: 

In daily classroom reading assignments Michael will 
accurately sound out 8 out of 10 one-syllable words using 
consonant sounds, vowels, and vowel blends. 

 

Mary Beth example:  

 Mary Beth understands that a book communicates a 
“story”. She is able to scan each page, identify objects 
and turn pages when prompted. She does not recognize 
that a word means an object. 

An appropriate annual IEP goal might be: 

With verbal and visual prompts by the teacher during 
classroom reading opportunities,  Mary Beth will correctly 
identify and retrieve 5 objects in the classroom 
corresponding to words being read in a book. 

frog, spoon, dog, cow, horse 

Present Level Of Educational Performance Examples 
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Based on Michaels PLP:  

Michael has 100 sight words but cannot 
phonetically sound out two syllable words. He 
is also inconsistent in any use of phonics. 

 

 

 

 

 

An appropriate goal might be: 

In daily classroom reading assignments 
Michael will accurately sound out 8 out of 10 
one-syllable words using consonant sounds, 
vowels, and vowel blends. 

1 

Example of an Annual 
Goal for Michael 
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 Based on Mary Beth’s PLP: 

Mary Beth understands that a book 
communicates a “story”. She is able to scan each 
page, identify objects and turn pages when 
prompted. She does not recognize that a word 
means an object. 

 

 

 

An appropriate goal might be: 

 

With verbal and visual prompts by the teacher 
during classroom reading opportunities, 

Mary Beth will correctly identify and retrieve 5 
objects in the classroom corresponding to 
words being read in a book. 

frog, spoon, dog, cow, horse 

Example of an Annual 
Goal for Mary Beth 
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 Make sure accommodations & 
modifications are included on the 
IEP to ensure access to the general 
curriculum. 

 

 Accommodations or modifications based 
on reading difficulties, must not 
substitute for reading instruction. 

 

 Students NEED both! 

 

 Consider Assistive Technology needs 

Modifications & 
Accommodations 
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ogy needs 

 

 

The Team must discuss what Data Collection 
Strategy will be used to measure the progress 

toward reaching this goal. 

 
 

What is the source of the data? 

What is the data collection 

schedule? 

Who will collect the data? 

Check for Measurability 
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1. What is my child’s grade level in reading? 

2. What does that mean she can do? 
 

3. Is there a difference between how well my child 
reads individual words and how well she understands 
what she reads? If so, what can we do to improve the 
weaker area? 
 

4. Are you using a specific program to teach my child? If 
so what skills does this program teach? 

5. If you are not using a specific program, what strate-
gies are you using to teach my child to identify words, 
read smoothly and understand what he reads? 

6. What kinds of things are you doing to help my child 
succeed in reading? (such as provide support by a 
reading specialist, provide different materials) 

7. What can I do at home to help my son/daughter read 
well? (for example: Can you suggest workshops, read-
ing lists, parent/child materials that I may borrow, or 
website supports?) 

8. How will I be notified about my child’s reading gains? 
Can you update me every 2-3 weeks? 

If you have questions about your child’s 
overall reading progress, ask…. 
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1. Has my child ever been tested for language and 
sound awareness? If so, how recently and what 
did the testing show? 
 

2. What is being done in the classroom to help my 
child avoid pausing unnecessarily at words? 
 

3. What strategies are being taught to help my child 
work through difficult sounds, or words when 
reading? 

4. What are some books, poems, nursery rhymes, 
word games, books, videos, audio materials, etc., 
that I can use at home to help my child with 
word recognition, sounds and/or reading aloud? 
 

5. For practicing reading at home, would you help me 
select material(s) that my child can read 
comfortably (i.e., where 90% of the words are 
ones my child knows)? 

If you have questions about Word Recognition, 
Sounds and Fluency in Reading, ask… 
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1. When my child is having trouble 
understanding what she reads, what do you do 
to help her understand the material? 
 

2. Would you show me what you are doing? 
 

3. Can you tell me about some other activities 
that I can do at home to help her understand 
what she reads?  
 

4. What resources can you give me to use at 
home to help my child?  
 

5. What kinds of activities can we do before and 
after my child has read to help her 
understand the information? 

If you have questions about 
Reading Comprehension, ask… 
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1. Which accommodations does my child need in 
core academic and special area classes to 
support her reading, writing and spelling needs? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. What are my child’s other teachers doing to 
support and help her in light of her reading, 
writing and/or spelling needs? 

If you have questions about 
Reading Instruction in Other 

Subject Areas, ask… 

Make sure that the special ways of 

addressing these literacy needs are 

specifically described in your child’s IEP. 
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 Is my child in a “language rich” environment at 
school? 

 

 Does my child’s teacher talk with him/her? 
(verbal interaction) 

 

 Is my child provided with opportunities to 
communicate back and to make choices? 

 

 What are my child’s listening strengths and 
needs? 

 

 Is my child able to “track” visually? 

More Questions Parents 
should ask about Reading 

Improvement 
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 Your child’s Regular and Special Education 
Teachers 

 

 School Reading Specialist 

 

 Child’s evaluation 

 

 Child’s Evaluator 

 

 Books, Library, Internet 

 

 Parent Centers! 

 

 State Improvement Grant Partners! 

 Colleges and Universities that have Centers for 
Literacy Studies 

Know where to find 
the Answers! 
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 Reading Mastery (SRA-McGraw Hill) 

 Corrective Reading (SRA-McGraw Hill) 

 The Hill Methodology (www.hillcenter.org) 

 Language! (Sopris West Educational Services) 

 Orton-Gillingham (www.orton-gillingham.com) 

 The Edmark Reading Program (Riverdeep 

Publishing) 

 The Wilson Reading System  

(http://www.wilsonlanguage.com/w_about.html) 

 
Examples of Research Based Reading 
Programs for Students with Disabilities 

AND... don’t forget to ask which Research Based 
Practice will be used to “teach” the student the skills

 to reach the goals 

http://www.hillcenter.org/
http://www.orton-gillingham.com/
http://www.orton-gillingham.com/
http://www.orton-gillingham.com/
http://www.wilsonlanguage.com/w_about.html
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 Does the Research Based Instruction method 
match the needs identified in the PLP? 

 

 What evidence do you have to show that the 
method chosen will be effective instruction for my 
child? 

 

 

Someone knowledgeable  

about reading 

More Questions to ask about 
Research Based Instruction 

Tell me why and show me 

the data! 

The IEP Team should include… 

Literacy IS 

for ALL! 
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Response To Intervention (RTI) 

 
 A general education initiative 
 

 A tool to monitor the progress of all 
students 

 

 A process to identify struggling 
learners early to prevent the cycle of 
failure that impacts our children 

 

 



 102 

RTI focuses on 

instruction 

 

 

 

Students learn when the  

curriculum and instructional 

strategies make a good fit 

between a child’s skills and 

abilities 
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Tier 3 

 

 
 
 

Intense Interventions 

 

Specialized Instruction May indicate need 
Tier 3 

Tier 2 

Tier 1 

Intense 
Interventions 

Supplemental 
Instruction and/

or Targeted 
Interventions  

Quality core 
instruction from 
highly qualified 

staff; 
Scientifically 

based strategies 

Specialized 
Instruction May 
indicate need 

for IEP  

May be small 
group; Closely 

monitored  

General 
Classroom: 

Preventative  

RTI: Improved Outcomes 
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RTI Specifics for TN 

 Schools must submit a detailed plan to 
the state for approval before using as a 
tool for SLD identification. 
 

 Parents can still make a referral for a 
comprehensive evaluation to determine 
eligibility for special education. 
 

 Approved “tiers” may be different from 
system to system, so ask to see the RTI 
plan approved by the state. 
 

 Schools that do not have an approved RTI 
plan must use the IQ discrepancy model 
to identify students as learning disabled. 
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IEPs should… 

 Be based on the child’s specific needs 

 Connected to the general curriculum 

 Have goals that can be accomplished 

in 12 months 

 Be based on: 

In summary . . . 

High Expectations and 
Instruction using 

Peer-reviewed Research! 
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 Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center (ECAC)
Davidson, NC 

 
 Karen Erickson, Ph.D.  

Center for Literacy and Disability Studies  
University of NC at Chapel Hill 

 
 Public Schools of North Carolina 

 
 Put Reading First  

A publication developed by the Center for Improvement of 
Early Reading Achievement 

 

 Federation for Children with Special Needs 
Boston, MA 

Sources 


