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Today’s Topics

Review the Four Parts of IDEA

Define a Child with a Disability

Six Principles of IDEA



Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)



Addresses national activities to improve the education of children with 
disabilities (discretionary grant funding for programs such as TNSTEP)

IDEA Has 4 Parts

Addresses general provisions (the law)

Covers the assistance for education of all children with 
disabilities (special education ages 3 to 21)

Covers infants and toddlers with disabilities (early 
intervention ages birth to 3 – TEIS)



A Child with a Disability 

Autism

Deaf/Blindness

Deafness

Developmental Delay **

Emotional Disturbance

Functional Delay **

Hearing Impairment

Intellectual Disability

Intellectually Gifted **

Multiple Disabilities

Orthopedic Impairment

Other Health Impairments

Specific Learning Disabilities

Speech and Language Impairments

Traumatic Brain Injury

Visual Impairments

** TN Specific Categories



Six Principles of IDEA#1 Free Appropriate Public Education
FAPE



Special Education

Evaluations & Assessment

Informed Consent

IEP Development MeetingEligibility Meeting

Child Find Referral Screening

Written Referral Request



 Cannot be racially or culturally biased and must be in your child’s native language and mode of 
communication

 Must get a complete “picture” of your child’s educational needs, including your child’s functioning 

 Must be information from more than just one test

 Instruments must be selected and given taking your child’s special needs into consideration

 Evaluations are done by a team of professionals… Including a specialist in the area of the child’s 
disability

Child is assessed in all areas of suspected disability
w Health w Social & emotional status w Communicative status
w Vision w General intelligence w Motor abilities
w Hearing w Academic performance IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.304(c)(4)

Six Principles of IDEA
#2 Appropriate Evaluation



Informed Consent

Prior to an initial evaluation, parents must 
provide written consent.

TN uses Initial Assessment form ED-3073 –
Rev. 8/08 

Other times parental consent is required:
• Before providing services
• Before accessing insurance
• Before releasing or sharing your child’s 

information
• Before an individual evaluation

IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.300



Eligibility = 2 Prong Test

Is there a disability? 
Autism 
Deaf-Blindness
Deafness
Developmental Delay**+
Emotional Disturbance
Functional Delay**
Hearing Impairment
Intellectual Disability
Intellectually Gifted**
Multiple Disabilities
Orthopedic Impairment
Other Health Impairment 
Specific Learning Disabilities
Speech or Language Impairment
Traumatic Brain Disorder
Visual Impairment 

Does the child need 
special education and 
related services?

** Tennessee specific category
**+ LEA specific category

Yes Yes IEP team meeting 
scheduled

No Not eligible under 
IDEA; may be 
eligible under 
Section 504

If you disagree with an evaluation and/or 
the team cannot agree:
1. Share your concerns
2. Ask for reassessment 
3. Request further evaluation
4. Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE)
5. Mediation
6. Due Process hearing
7. Resolution Session



Eligibility Meeting
Who attends this meeting?

“A group of qualified professionals and the 
parent of the child”  
IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.306(a)(1)

What information should parents receive?

“The public agency provides a copy of the 
evaluation report and the documentation 
of determination of eligibility at no cost to 
the parent”     IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.306(a)(2)

What does “Exceptional” mean?

Exceptional “Yes” is a deficit area 

Parent participated

Parent agree/disagree



Reevaluations are used to determine whether the child:
 Continues to have a disability and their educational needs 

 Continues to need special education and related services

 Requires any additions or modifications to the IEP to meet their 
goals and participate in general curriculum

IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.305

“ (1) May not occur more than once a year, unless 
the parent and the public agency agree otherwise; 
and

(2) Must occur at least once every 3 years, unless 
the parent and the public agency agree that a 
reevaluation is unnecessary.” 

IDEA  2006 Regulations 300.303(b)

Reevaluation



Who can request an IEP team meeting?

Parent - Not later than 10 school days from 
written request TN Rules 0520-01-09-.14

School (LEA) - 10 day notice required before a 
meeting TN Rules 0520-1-09-.15

Six Principles of IDEA
#3 Individualized Education Program

IEP

Invitation to the Meeting
“Each public agency must take steps to ensure 
that one or both of the parents…are present at 
each IEP team meeting or are afforded the 
opportunity to participate,  including--notifying 
parents of the meeting early enough…and 
scheduling the meeting at a mutually agreed on  
time and place.”

IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.322(a)

The school (LEA) MUST send the parent an 
invitation to the meeting, even if the parent 
requested the meeting, which includes the 
purpose of the meeting and who will be in 

attendance (by name or title).



IEP Team

Core Members

• Parents of the child
• Regular education teacher of the child
• Not less than one if the child is, or may 

be, participating in the regular education 
environment

• Special education teacher of the child
• School (LEA) representative
• Qualified to provide, or supervise the 

provision of specially designed 
instruction 

• Knowledgeable about the general 
curriculum

• Knowledgeable about the availability of 
resources of the LEA

Situational Members

• Evaluation/instructional interpreter 
• A person who can interpret the 

instructional implications of the 
evaluation results

• Other individuals
• Who have knowledge or special 

expertise concerning the child including 
related service personnel

• The child 
• Whenever appropriate, and the student 

must be invited for transition planning

• Transition services participants

IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.321



What is an IEP?
A written statement of the 
educational program designed to 
meet a child’s individual needs. 

Every child who receives special 
education services must have an 
IEP that is developed by a team 
of individuals that includes key 
school staff and the child’s 
parents.

What is an IEP Draft? 
Initial recommendation for 
review and discussion by the IEP 
team.



IEP Components
• Student information
• Student’s strengths
• Concerns of the parent
• Present Levels Of Performance 

(PLEP)
• Special factors 
• Transition service needs
• Measurable Annual Goals (MAGS)
• Program participation 

(Accommodations)

• Participation in standardized 
testing

• Special education and related 
services including supplementary 
aides and services

• Participation with students 
without disabilities, including 
extracurricular activities (LRE)

• Transportation

For detailed information, attend or watch TNSTEP’s IEP workshop



Keys to Developing an Appropriate IEP

High

Expectations

• Close the 
achievement gap

• What are same age 
non-disabled 
students doing?

Effective

Education

• Services based on 
researched and 
peer-reviewed 
practices

• Schools must use 
strategies that are 
effective in realizing 
a child’s goals.         
TN Rules 0520-01-09-.12

Measurable 

Progress

• Well defined goals 
aligned to areas of 
need

• Data based decision 
making

• Demonstrated 
ability across 
settings



Related Services
Transportation

Speech-Language Pathology

Audiology Services

Interpreting Services

Psychological Services

Physical Therapy 

Occupational Therapy

Recreation and Therapeutic 
Recreation

School Nurse Services

Social Work Services

Counseling Services and 
Rehabilitative Counseling

Orientation and Mobility

Medical Services (Diagnosis and 
Evaluation)

School Health Services

Early Identification and 
Assessment

Parent Counseling and Training

This is not an exhaustive list



Special Education is specially designed 
instruction provided at no cost to 
parents to meet the unique needs of a 
child with a disability.

Special classes, separate schooling or 
other removal of the child from the 
regular education environment occurs 
only if the nature and the severity of 
the disability is such that education in 
regular classes with the use of 
supplemental aids and services cannot 
be achieved.

Six Principles of IDEA#4 Least Restrictive Environment
LRE

Special 
Education is 
not a place



Placement
All placement decisions are to be 
made AFTER the child’s program 
(goals and services) have been 
determined by the IEP team. 

Placement is:

• Determined annually

• Based on student’s IEP

• As close as possible to student’s 
home

• Made in conformity with the LRE 
provisions of IDEA 



Six Principles of IDEA
#5 Parent Participation 

in the Decision-making Process
BEFORE the meeting
• Organize and prioritize your thoughts on paper –

bring your top 3 or 4 items
• Familiarize yourself with special education 

processes and laws that apply to your situation
• Find out about services your school system offers
• Review your child’s records and evaluations
• Request copies of all documents that will be 

reviewed at the meeting 
DURING the meeting
• Introductions/role at the meeting for all participants
• Bring your notes and share your information and 

knowledge 
• Ask questions, if you don’t understand, ask for an 

explanation (who, what, where, when, why, how)
• Take notes or bring a note taker 
• Be sure to make all of your points (use your list!)
• Ask for copies of items discussed or signed

AFTER the meeting
• Read the IEP meeting notes to make sure they 

accurately reflect the “Yes, we will do…” and “No, 
we will not do…” conversations prior to signing 
agreement. It is okay to take time to read and 
understand what you are signing.

• Ask questions, and if you are unsure, request time 
to take it home and review the document further 
prior to signing.

• Make sure you get copies of everything!

• You have 14 days to review and sign the Final IEP.  
Ask to receive a copy of the Final IEP to sign 
verifying items agree to by the team are on the IEP.

• Contact the LEA representative if you have questions 
prior to signing.



Process of Advocacy Chain of Command

Who do you contact?
Ask at the IEP meeting who to contact if you have 
questions or concerns

Always start at the local school and then the school 
district

If unresolved, follow conflict resolution processes:

Compliance (Administrative Complaint)

Tennessee Department of Education (state)

Office of Special Education Programs (federal)

Discrimination (Civil Rights Complaint)

Office for Civil Rights (federal)

Recognize that a problem exists

Define the problem

Commit to do something about the problem

Gather information

Identify a desirable solution

Developing a strategy for attaining solution

Take action!  Use  the Chain of Command

Keep a log of conversations

Maintain a running list of your concerns

Follow-up verbal conversations with an email

TNSTEP Parent Manual
• Federal and state regulations
• Contacts
• Example letters
Updated searchable pdf on TNSTEP.org



Six Principles of IDEA#6 Procedural Safeguards

LEA provides one copy to parents each year, plus
• at initial referral or parental request for an evaluation
• upon the first occurrence of filing a complaint
• upon request by a parent

Independent educational evaluation 
(IEE)

Prior written notice

Parent consent 

Access to educational records

The opportunity to present and 
resolve complaints…

The child’s placement during 
pendency of a due process hearing 

Procedures for students who are 
subject to placement in an interim 
alternative educational setting

Requirements for a unilateral 
placement by parents in a private 
school

Due process hearings

State-level appeals

Civil actions

Attorneys’ fees  

Parental Rights



Prior Written Notice (PWN)

Must be provided before the LEA may:
• Propose to initiate or change
• Refuse to initiate or change the identification, evaluation, educational 

placement of a child, or provision of FAPE to the child
IDEA 2006 Regulations 300.503

Prior Written Notice includes:
Description of the action

Explanation of “why”

Other options considered

The evaluations that were used as a basis 

Any other factors used

Statement of the parent’s protections

Sources to obtain assistance understanding the notice








