
Application to Students with Disabilities 



 These standards reflect rigorous grade-level 
expectations in the areas of mathematics and 
language arts. 

 They reflect the knowledge and skills that all 
young people will need for success in college 
and careers. 

 The standards address what students are 
expected to know and be able to do. 



 The continued development of understanding 
about research-based instructional practices 
and a focus on their effective implementation 
will help improve access to mathematics and 
English language arts (ELA) standards for all 
students, including those with disabilities. 

 A culture of high expectations for all students 
eliminates “watered down” expectations and 
“minimal support services”. 

 



 Tennessee is committed to ensuring that high school students 
graduate prepared for college and career. 

 Currently, only 15 percent of Tennessee students graduate at a 
college-ready level (ACT (2011) 2011 ACT National and State 
Scores. Retrieved from http://www.act.org/newsroom/date/2011/states.html 

 The state took an initial step to raise standards by adopting the 
Tennessee Diploma Project standards in 2009 to meet this 
challenge 

 By joining nearly every other state to develop and implement 
Common Core standards, Tennessee is now taking a further step 
to enhance the quality of instruction and learning for its 
students. By adopting the Common Core, teachers in Tennessee 
will be able to better collaborate with teachers in other states, 
since all teachers will follow a common set of standards 

http://www.act.org/newsroom/date/2011/states.html


 Standards establish WHAT students need to 

learn, but not how teachers should teach. 

 Each state and school system will choose its own 

curriculum—the set of courses, activities, & 

teaching materials. 

 Teachers must use instructional strategies to help 

students meet the standards. 
◦ Note: Research based and scientific based instructional 

strategies are required under NCLB and IDEA. 



 FOCUS: Knowing more than how to get the 
answer 

 Coherence:  
◦ Linking major topics from grade to grade 
◦ Math includes reading and reading includes math 

 Rigor:  
◦ Understanding of concepts 
◦ Skill and fluency in the processes of reading and math 
◦ Real application 
 
Teachers will focus instruction on specific areas that will 
build stronger understanding. 
 

 



Common Core State Standards will be phased in with full 
implementation scheduled during 2013-14 school year. 
Specific Information on TN Core: Tennessee's Common Core 
plan can be found at www.Tncore.org  

http://www.tncore.org/


 Reading: Text complexity and the 
growth of comprehension 

 Writing: Text types, responding to 
reading, and research 

 Speaking and Listening: Flexible 
communication and collaboration 

 Language: Conventions, effective 
use, and vocabulary 

 



 Build strong content knowledge 

 Adapt their communication in relation to 
audience, task, purpose, and discipline. 

 Comprehend as well as critique. 

 Value evidence. 

 Use technology and digital media 
strategically and capably. 

 Understand other perspectives and 
cultures. 
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Assessments 

Curriculum 

Design 

Lesson 

Planning 

Instruction 

Student 

Learning 

Common Core 
State Standards 

Assessments 



 Students will be required to use higher order 
thinking skills, apply what they have learned 
to unique situations, and bring together 
knowledge for a variety of content areas to 
solve problems. 

 Students will be expected to use a range of 
technologies that they must first become 
familiar with during their class work. 





Academic performance 
 Low grades 

 Low test scores 

 F’s in English   
and Math 

 Few credits 

 Retention   
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Educational engagement 
 Low engagement 

 High absenteeism 

 Poor school behavior 

 Low extracurricular 
participation 

 Poor relationships with 
teachers and peers 

 

Identifying the Cause and Addressing the Issue 



In order for students with disabilities to meet 
high academic standards and to fully 
demonstrate their conceptual and procedural 
knowledge and skills in  
◦ Mathematics 

◦ English Language Arts: comprised of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening; 

their instruction must incorporate supports 
and accommodations. 



 Supports and related services designed to meet the 
unique needs of these students and to enable their access 
to the general education curriculum (IDEA 34 CFR §300.34, 
2004). 
 An Individualized Education Program (IEP) which includes 
annual goals aligned with and chosen to facilitate their 
attainment of grade-level academic standards. 
 Teachers and specialized instructional support personnel 
who are prepared and qualified to deliver high-quality, 
evidence-based, individualized instruction and support 
services. 

 



 IDEA 300.39 (b)(3) Specially designed 
instruction means adapting, as appropriate to 
the needs of an eligible child…the content, 
methodology, or delivery of instruction. 

 Effective Strategies: TN Rules 0520-01-09 (2) 
◦ “Strategies that are effective in realizing the child’s 

goals…that will enable parents, students, and 
educators to monitor progress during the year, and 
if appropriate, to revise the IEP consistent with the 
student’s instructional needs. 



 Change in instructional strategies that 
enable children to demonstrate their 
abilities in the classroom or 
assessment/testing setting; designed 
to provide equity, not advantage, for 
children with disabilities  
 



 Universal Design for Learning is defined as “a 
scientifically valid framework for guiding educational 
practice that  

◦ (a) provides flexibility in the ways information 
is presented, in the ways students respond or 
demonstrate knowledge and skills, and in the 
ways students are engaged; and  

◦ (b) reduces barriers in instruction, provides 
appropriate accommodations, supports, and 
challenges, and maintains high achievement 
expectations for all students, including 
students with disabilities and students who 
are limited English proficient. 

 Higher Education Opportunity Act (PL 110-135) 

 



◦ (b) reduces barriers in instruction, 
provides appropriate accommodations, 
supports, and challenges, and maintains 

Instructional accommodations ― 

changes in materials or procedures―  

which do not change the standards but allow 
students to learn within the framework of the 
Common Core 



 Positive Behavior Supports 
◦ Behavior plans need to include a broad range of 

systemic and individualized strategies for achieving 
important social and learning outcomes while 
preventing problem behavior. 

 



Effective para educators are under the direction of a 
certificated teacher and must have appropriate 
training in order to support student academic and 
behavioral expectations. 

 

If there is a concern that a student will be “too 
dependent on an assistant”…that is a school 
personnel training issue. They need to receive 
training on: 
When to support a student 

When to fade supports 

How to set up situations for the student to be successful 

 



Typical Role Expanded Role 

 Monitor learners in 
non-academic 
environments 

 Maintain learning 
centers  

 Reinforce lessons 
introduced by teachers 

 Provide personal 
physical assistance 

 

 Provide instructional 
interventions 

 Carry out behavior plans 
 Assist with assessments 
 Document learner 

performance 
 Support safe learning 

environment 
 Assist related service 

personnel 
 Participate in IFSP, IEP, 

and ITP development 
 



 What is needed beyond UDL? 

 Has student been taught to                          
use accommodation? 

 Is the accommodation 
◦ Used by the student?  

◦ Beneficial to the student? 

◦ A barrier to student achievement? 

◦ Enabling the student? 

 



 significant cognitive disabilities 

 low or limited academic skills 

 language-based disabilities  

 any combination of learning challenges 
 

? 



 Some students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities will require substantial 
supports and accommodations to have 
meaningful access to certain standards in both 
instruction and assessment, based on their 
communication and academic needs.  

 These supports and accommodations should 
ensure that students receive access to multiple 
means of learning and opportunities to 
demonstrate knowledge, but retain the rigor and 
high expectations of the Common Core State 
Standards. 

 



 Interventions are planned using student-
specific strategies designed to change 
behaviors or improve skills. 

 An Intervention System is not the process of 
placing students in a program, service or 
setting but to identify student needs and 
meet them. 

 Lower than expected performance is a signal 
to try different approaches to instruction. 



 Inclusion/Collaborative Teaching 
◦ SWD are often placed in special education settings 

where the teachers are teaching math, English, 
language arts, social studies, and science even 
though they have not been trained in those 
subjects. 

◦ Most effective with a 1/3 or fewer ratio of SWD to 
general education students in the classroom. 



 Student’s current skill of a learning standard 
◦ Breaking down skills into “precursor skill” level and 

working on mastery of each skill. There may be 
multiple levels of “precursor skills” that need to be 
taught in preparation for mastery of the “state 
standard”. 

 

 Communication skills of the student 

 Attention skills of the student 
 



Determine the main idea of a text and explain 
how it is supported by key details; summarize 
the text 

 
 In 3 paragraph text 

 In 2 paragraph text 

 In 1 paragraph text 

 When in first sentence of paragraph 

 In a sentence 
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Listening, reading together, reading silently 

Text complexity 



Know relative sizes of measurement unites 
within one system of units (e.g., linear, 
weight, time) 

 
 Identify yard 

 Identify foot 

 Determine foot is less than yard 

 Identify inch 

 Determine inch is less than foot 
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Concrete before representational 

Representational before abstract 





http://www.tncore.org 

http://www.Readtennessee.org 

http://www.tncore.org/
http://www.readtennessee.org/


http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/








 Common Core State Standards Initiative 
www.corestandards.org 

 Co-Teaching: General and Special Educators Working Together 
http://nichcy.org/schoolage/effective-practices/coteaching  

 National Center and State Collaborative Partnership 
www.ncscpartners.org  

 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 
www.parcconline.org 

 Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 
www.SmarterBalanced.org 

  Technical Assistance Center on Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports  
www.pbis.org 

 Universal Design for Learning  
www.udlcenter.org 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://nichcy.org/schoolage/effective-practices/coteaching
http://nichcy.org/schoolage/effective-practices/coteaching
http://nichcy.org/schoolage/effective-practices/coteaching
http://www.ncscpartners.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.pbis.org/
http://www.udlcenter.org/

